Council Motion
C-4 Cook Inlet Salmon FMP
October 12, 2020

The Council recommends releasing the Initial Review Draft for public review, considering SSC comments
as applicable, for final action at the December 2020 Council meeting with the existing purpose and need
statement and the following revised alternatives. Added text is shown in bold and deletions are shown
in strikethrough.

Alternative 1: No Action. No amendment to the Salmon FMP. This alternative would maintain status quo.
Alternative 1 is not a viable alternative given the Ninth Circuit decision, however, NEPA requires that
Federal agencies analyze a no action alternative.

Alternative 2: Federal management of the commercial fishery in the EEZ with specific management
measures delegated to the State. Amend the Salmon FMP to include the Cook Inlet EEZ in the FMP’s
fishery management unit in the West Area and establish a Federal management regime for these salmon
fisheryies that delegates specific management measures to the State of Alaska, to use existing State
salmon management infrastructure, in compliance with the Magnuson-Stevens Act and Ninth Circuit
ruling. Alternative 2 would identify the management measures that would be managed by the Council
and NMFS, the management measures that would be delegated to the State to manage with Federal
oversight, and the process for delegation and oversight of management.

Alternative 3: Federal management of the commercial fishery in the EEZ. Amend the Salmon FMP to
include the Cook Inlet EEZ in the FMP’s fishery management unit in the West Area and apply Federal
management to theese portions of the fisheryies that occurs in the EEZ.

Alternative 4: Federal management of the commercial fishery in the EEZ with the EEZ closed to
commercial fishing. Amend the Salmon FMP to include the Cook Inlet EEZ in the FMP’s fishery
management unit in the West Area and apply Federal management by extending the existing West
Area prohibition on commercial salmon fishing in the EEZ to the Cook Inlet EEZ.




