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NEWS RELEASE 
 

April 3, 2020, 1:00 pm, News Release no. 23 
Coronavirus COVID-19 
 
LOCAL RISK FACTOR: High.  
 
CITY OF UNALASKA COVID-19 CASE COUNT: There are no confirmed cases of coronavirus / COVID-
19 on the island.  

Patients tested by IFHS 9 
Confirmed Negative Tests 6 
Confirmed Positive Tests 0 
Pending Test Results 3 

 
STATE OF ALASKA COVID-19 CASE COUNT: There are 147 confirmed cases in the state as of 
yesterday. 
 
UNALASKA COVID-19 MANDATE VIOLATION HOTLINE 359-1323: All people in Alaska are expected to 
comply with the Governor’s Mandates during the COVID-19 pandemic to protect themselves and others, and 
to help stop the spread of coronavirus. People violating the mandates may be arrested or cited and charged 
with Class A or B Misdemeanor. However, Unalaska law enforcement’s goal is education, not enforcement. 
Police action is extremely undesirable and we hope to educate people who are violating the Governor’s 
Mandates in order to change behavior. Please report any violations to the Unalaska Public Safety Hotline at 
359-1323 or email Sgt. Kevin Wood at kwood@ci.unalaska.ak.us. Investigations will be conducted on a case-
by-case basis. 
 
SEAFOOD INDUSTRY RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS: As reported on March 27, the seafood industry 
in Unalaska has been responsible and proactive in responding to the coronavirus threat in order to 
protect their employees and the community, and to prevent the spread of coronavirus. All seafood 
processing companies in Unalaska are participating in AFISH - Alaska Fishing Industry Safety & Health 
Committee. Attached is an open letter to the community from a coalition of six fishery trade 
associations. 
 
UNALASKA CITY SCHOOLS: For parents/guardians of students who want to receive text message 
updates from the school district, Text Y or Yes to short code 67587. Then, call the school at 581-1222 to 
make sure the school has your current cell phone number. Call the school at 581-1222 or 581-3979 with 
any questions. 
 
DR. ZINK’S PRESENTATION:  Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Anne Zink, has provided an excellent presentation on 
coronavirus and related issues. Access the PDF version of her presentation on the DHSS website at: 
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/Epi/id/SiteAssets/Pages/HumanCoV/SOA_04022020_AlaskaHealthCarePresentation.pdf 

CITY OF UNALASKA 
43 Raven Way ▪ P. O. Box 610 
Unalaska, Alaska 99685 
 
www.ci.unalaska.ak.us/coronavirus 

CONTACT: 
Marjie Veeder, City Clerk 

Public Information Officer 
Tel 907.581.1251 

Email: mveeder@ci.unalaska.ak.us 
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HOMEMADE FACEMASKS:  

 The CDC has not yet recommended the use of facemasks for people who are not ill to protect 
against respiratory illnesses.  

 Facemasks should definitely be used by people who have COVID-19 symptoms.  
 There is much debate whether wearing a mask is beneficial for those who might be COVID-19 

positive but have no symptoms. 
 Our team also feels that wearing a facemask helps people remember not to touch their own face 

and reduces respiratory droplet reach. 
 Based on a national shortage of masks including N95 and surgical masks, a homemade mask 

made with thickly woven material is a reasonable choice and is advocated by Alaska’s Dr. Anne 
Zink. 

 There are many patterns available online for making a homemade mask. Here is one option: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.cnbc.com/amp/2020/04/02/make-your-own-face-mask-
during-coronavirus-pandemic-expert-approved-guide-on-how.html 
  

ROAD CLOSURE: Starting today, at the request of Unisea, the City is closing Salmon Way through the 
Unisea complex to both pedestrians and vehicles. The purpose of this closure is to prevent 
unauthorized visitors at Unisea to limit possible coronavirus contamination, and to keep track of their 
own employees leaving the facility for the same reason. Salmon Way will be closed from the 
intersection of Salmon Way and Pacesetter Way to the Museum. There will be check stations manned 
by Unisea security staff and people with no legitimate reason to visit Unisea will be asked to take an 
alternate route using Airport Beach Road. See map on following page. 

 
Salmon Way Closure through Unisea Complex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Update – Monday, April 6, 2020 
# # # # # # 
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