
CITY OF UNALASKA 
UNALASKA, ALASKA 

RESOLUTION 2018-26 

A RESOLUTION OF THE UNALASKA CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING WAIVERS FOR 
FAILURE TO FILE TIMELY APPLICATIONS FOR THE SENIOR CITIZEN PROPERTY TAX 
EXEMPTION FOR MALCOM J. "JIMMER" MCDONALD, MARY H. LEKANOFF AND 
GERTRUDE D. SVARNY 

WHEREAS, through Alaska Statute (AS) 29.45.030 and Unalaska Code of Ordinances (UCO) 
6.28.030, citizens who are age 65 or older are allowed a $150,000 property tax exemption on 
the assessed value of real property they own and occupy as their primary abode and permanent 
place of residence, provided they file an application on the form provided by the State and made 
available to them by the City Clerk's Office; and 

WHEREAS, UCO 6.28.030(F) sets the deadline for filing as March 1st of each year; and 

WHEREAS, Malcom J. "Jimmer'' McDonald, Mary H. Lekanoff and Gertrude D. Svarny, senior 
citizens, did not file timely applications but have requested waivers be granted and that their 
applications be accepted as if timely filed; and 

WHEREAS, AS 29.45.030(F) and UCO 6.28.030(F) state that the City Council may, for good 
cause shown, waive a claimant's failure to make timely application for exemption and authorize the 
assessor to accept the application as if timely filed; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Unalaska City Council authorizes waivers for 
failure to timely file applications for the senior citizen property tax exemption for Malcom J. 
"Jimmer" McDonald, Mary H. Lekanoff and Gertrude D. Svarny. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by a duly constituted quorum of the Unalaska City Council on March 
27, 2018. 

ATTEST: 

Marjie Veeder 
City Clerk 

qjl(~-
Frank Kelty 



To: 
From: 
Through: 
Date: 
Re: 

MEMORANDUM TO COUNCIL 

Mayor and City Council Members 
Marjie Veeder, City Clerk 
Thomas E. Thomas, City Manager 
March 27, 2018 
Resolution 2018-26: A Resolution of the Unalaska City Council authorizing 
waivers for failure to file timely applications for the Senior Citizen Property 
Tax Exemption for Malcom J. "Jimmer" McDonald, Mary H. Lekanoff and 
Gertrude D. Svarny 

SUMMARY: The State of Alaska and the City of Unalaska, on behalf of the State, provide a 
$150,000 property tax exemption on the assessed value of real property owned by residents 
who are age 65 and older. UCO 6.28.030(F) sets March 1st each year as the deadline for 
submitting an application to the program. 

Malcom J. "Jimmer" McDonald, Mary H. Lekanoff and Gertrude D. Svarny, senior citizens, failed 
to make timely application for the exemption, but have written letters of appeal asking that the 
deadline be waived and their late applications be accepted. 

Through Resolution 2018-26, Council is asked to authorize waivers of the March 1st deadline for 
filing for the senior citizens property tax exemption for these three people. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION: Before 2014, Council did not act on any such requests . 
Starting in 2014, Council has granted six similar requests: 

2014 Rita Hawley, Vincent Tutiakoff and Arnold Dushkin 
2015 Nicholai Lekanoff and Irene McGlashan 
2016 Mary H. Lekanoff 

BACKGROUND: Through Alaska Statute (AS) 29.45.030 and Unalaska Code of Ordinances 
(UCO) 6.28.030, senior citizens who are age 65 and older are allowed a $150,000 property tax 
exemption on the assessed value of real property they own and occupy as their permanent 
place of residence, provided they file an application on the form provided by the State and made 
available to them by the City Clerk's Office. UCO 6.28.030(F) sets the deadline for filing in 
Unalaska as March 1st of each year. However, per UCO 6.28.030(F), the City Council may 
waive a claimant's failure to make timely application and authorize the assessor to accept the 
application as if timely filed . The property for which the exemption is claimed must be "real 
property owned and occupied as the primary residence and permanent place of abode" by the 
senior citizen (AS 29.45.030). 

DISCUSSION: Each year, during the January 1 through March 1 application period, in an effort 
to ensure that all eligible property owners can take advantage of the senior citizen property tax 
exemption, the Clerk's office advertises the exemption program by posting flyers, sending 
"blast-faxes", running public service announcements on local radio and television , and putting 
information on the City website. 
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Additionally, all persons who filed for the exemption in past years, including these three 
applicants, received direct notification in the form of a letter setting out the deadlines along with 
the application for the exemption. 

After the March 1 deadline passed, the Clerk's office received letters from Jimmer McDonald, 
Mary Lekanoff and Gertrude Svarny requesting waivers of the March 1st application deadline 
which, if granted, will allow the City Clerk to accept their applications for the senior citizen tax 
exemption as if they had been timely filed. 

Mr. McDonald said he thought the deadline was March 31; Ms. Lekanoff said she forgot to apply 
again (she applied late last year and was granted a waiver); and Ms. Svarny said the application 
paperwork "got lost in the shuffle". None of these applicants are first time filers. 

Unalaska Code of Ordinances 6.28.030(F) authorizes the City Council, "for good cause shown", 
to "waive the failure to make timely application for the exemption year and authorize the 
assessor to accept the application as if timely filed." 

ALTERNATIVES: Deny the waivers; or authorize the waivers and accept the late applications 
as if they were filed timely. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: With a mil rate of 10.5, authorizing the exemption of $150,000 of 
assessed value will result in a loss of $1,575 for each of the three applicants, for a total loss of 
$4,725 real property tax revenue. 

LEGAL: None sought. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: This is a Council decision. 

PROPOSED MOTION: I move to adopt Resolution 2018-26. 

CITY MANAGER COMMENTS: None. This is a Council decision. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. UCO 6.28.030(E) and (F) 
2. Applications and Letters of Appeal received from McDonald, Lekanoff and Svarny 
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UCO § 6.28.030 REQUIRED EXEMPTIONS ... 

(E) The real property owned and occupied as a permanent place of abode by a (1) 

resident sixty-five (65) years of age or over, (2) disabled veteran, or (3) resident at least sixty 

(60) years old who is the widow or widower of a person who qualified for an exemption under 

(1) or (2) of this subsection, is exempt from taxation on the first $150,000 of the assessed value 

of the real property. In a case of hardship, the City of Unalaska hereby provides for exemption 

beyond the first $150,000 of assessed value in accordance with regulations of the State of 

Alaska. Only one (1) exemption may be granted for the same property and, if two (2) or more 

persons are eligible for an exemption for the same property, the parties shall decide between or 

among themselves which shall receive the benefit of the exemption. Real property may not be 

exempted under this subsection if the assessor determines, after notice and hearing to the parties 

concerned, that the property was conveyed to the applicant primarily for the purpose of obtaining 

the exemption. The determination of the assessor may be appealed under AS 44.62.560-

44.62.570. 

(F) No exemption may be granted under (A)(8) or (E) of this section except upon 

written application for the exemption on a form prescribed by the State assessor for use by local 

assessors or upon a form established by the City Assessor. The claimant must file the 

application no later than March 1 of the assessment year for which the exemption is sought. The 

City Council for good cause shown may waive the claimant's failure to make timely application 

for the exemption for that year and authorize the assessor to accept the application as if timely 

filed. The claimant must file a separate application for each assessment year in which the 

exemption is sought. If an application is filed within the required time and approved by the 

assessor, the assessor shall allow an exemption in accordance with the provisions of this section. 

If a claimant whose failure to file by March 1 of the assessment year has been waived as 

provided in this subsection and application for exemption is approved, the amount of tax which 

the claimant may have already paid for the assessment year for the property exempted shall be 

refunded to the claimant. The assessor shall require proof in the form the assessor considers 

necessary of the right to and amount of an exemption claimed under (A)(8) or (E) of this section, 

and shall require a disabled veteran claiming an exemption under (E) of this section to provide 

evidence ofthe disability rating. The assessor may require proof under this section at any time. 



SENlOR CITIZEN/DISABLED VETERAN 
PROPER1Y TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATION 

AS 29.45.030 (e)-(i) 

9. SocialS 

t-;-7-".;:-'---;:-;":=-'--;;-:-'----"0---"'---'------------1 ..)!!.. l am applying as a Senior Citizen age 65 or older 
I am applying as a widow or widower, age 60-64, of a 
previously qualified applicant condominium 

duplex 
other _____ _ 

_ I am applying as a Disabled Veteran 

15 Is your permanent pi ace of abode'' 16. Is your home on land you own? 

_X Yes No If no, permanent residential address is : "!-_ Yes _ No If yes, % of ownership 

17 Is any property used for commercial or rental 
"rC No If yes, percentage:-----

18 

Following is for Local Assessor/Clerk Use Only 

_New filing /Prior filing _Approved 

Proof Provided: _Age _Disability (0.<\V) 

_ Ownership .:rifled ll} · C\C 1 

Parcel Number and/or Legal Description: OYOG/Qfi,L( ; L Df ~ PJI& k < 1}5_ L/ '} oo;J 
) 

Comments: 

Property Value 

Secondary lots 

Adjustments: 

Form 2 1-400 rRcvised 2/20 I ti1 

Borough 

City 

Lund 
LfO~ ooo 

I 

Ownership % 

Commercial/Rental % 

B111lding 
3[ I =30.:1 

Total Property Value: 

Subtotal: 

If Subtotal exceeds $150,000, use th ts figure: 

SCIDAV 
Exempt Value Tu Code Area Mill Rate 

$ 

_.Jotal 
'3=t-1 . 3 W 

i 

150,000 

SCIDV 
Exempt Taxes 

Total SC/DAV Exempt Tax Amount S ____ _ 



~JI Yh tne.r J"'lc uo-nctlcl 
e. 0. Bo~ C) d_QLJ52._ 

Du t-~ Harbor, AK. crcl!, '-12 

\rE 
•·1AR r 2 20 ~~ 

Jll')l (. IZ ) I)' ;;J..D L ~ 

l)~c r- Ljo ,. c. ~ d {_' ~ ~~ Cou nc; l , 
.I ~e. s () ; c ·J .fLd lj ~ £ ~~ Lt<_s t tt.. hJC( vier t>r\ +he 

-~ l - u I L~ p ~ II t ~.. t 't Vl -/-o'f a.-- f r-of e rt j t? 
'))( ~m f) 1 i , _L i h "';'") h J +he. 3 ·· 3 I - .2 61 ~ 
J.-t.'\ }/tn _ .. fo r ({{'f/tj :· '\~ {or CL .$1 •. J . .06,l)D 5C.YIIlH-

L \ ·h 2 - Y1 . !e-::. 7'"'-....>< f<c c ~..- nd w a..s c::1 I so + h~ 
J {_( d ~ i 'fle. , -(c, .r 0 c. )(;" --h.J te'\X _e xe..rnp nC,"Y\. -rhe 
\ . rl o/ ax )· ! 1 n ·, hcth a pp I tea. Ttims a..r~ o,.-, 
) 



1 t. Residential Physical Address: 

Message Phone: 13. I' lease check: one of the folio g 

t-;-';5~8~/-:-;::;:2;~~;-:-'t:?~tJ-=---..J......:.."-'J-?_-3._'S_&f_~_'l_91----l~ ~applying as a Senior Citizen age 65 or older 
14. Type of Dwelling / I am applying as a widow or widower, age 60-64, of a 

~ ~glc lumily condominium previously qualified applicant. 
.... ~·mob•le home _ duplex. I am applying as a Disabled Veteran 

other _ ____ _ 

15 Is ll~our permanent place of abodc1 16. Is your home on land you own'' 

_L Yes _ No If no , permanentr.sidential address is: /vcs _ No If yes, % of ownership 
If no, owner's name: 

17 Is any portion of this property usc~ commercial or rental purposes? 
_ Yes £ No If yes, percenlllge: _____ % 

1!1 

Following is for Lo&:al Assessor/Clerk Use Only 

_ NewFiling -·~Prior Filing _Approved 

Proof Provided: _ Age _ Disability (D AY) 
__ Ovmership Vcnlied 13 1 .I 

Parcel Number andior l egal Description: (' -10 ,q 4 (?: L o-1 ;:: I 10( y -2 I ,, u, J.' LrA. v. Sv t Xl 

Comments : 

Property Value 

Secondary lots 

Adjustments: 

Borough 

C ity 

Ownership % 

Commercial/Rental % 

. 

. ,Land 
3lf, 2DO 

~UIIUfng 
/ Lf;) 005 

j -

Total Property Value 

Subtotal: 

If Subtotal exceeds $150,000, use this ftgure : 

SC/DAV 
Exempt Value Tax Code Area Mill Rate 

Total SC/DA V Exempt Tax Amount 

\ olal 
/82.205 

I 

$ _ _ __ _ 

150,000 

SCIDV 
Exempt Taxes 



.. 



h-:;"-:;:---;:-;:---:.,.,..----~--1...~-_:_-------i VI am applying as a Senior Citizen age 65 or older 
I am applying as a widow or widower, age 60-64, of a 
previously qualified applicant. .;;--;ingle family condominium 

mobile home = duplex 

other------
I am applying as a Disabled Vetmm 

16_ Is your home on land you own? 

6s _ No Ifyes, % of ow-nership 

FoUowing is for Local Assessor/Clerk Use Only 

_New Filing _/Prior Filing 

ProofProvided: _ _ Age 
_ Ow-nership 

Parcel Number andlor Legal Description: I ol 

Comments: 

Pro pert} Value 

Secondary Jots 

Adjushnents: 

Borough 

Cu:y 

Ov.-nership 

Commercial/Rental 

SC/DAV 
Exempt Value 

_ Approved 

_ _ Disability lOA V) 

Verified By· 
(;> l od e. 41 U'$ .1 tt}1z.; o?.tO' •.St~-

nd 
__ f.>C?J Boo 

% 

%_ 

rota! Property Value: 

Subtotal: '> 

([ Subtotal exceeds $150,000, use th1s t1gure : $ 

Talt Code Area \'Jill Rate 

zzo. 786" 
I 

150,000 

SC!DV 
Eumpt T 3Jles 

Total SC/DA Y Exempt Tu Amount S ____ _ 



March 15,2018 

Mayor and City Council 

City ofUnalaska 

PO Box 610 

Unalaska, Alaska 9968 

Gertrude D. Svarny 

POBox 197 

Unalaska, Alaska 99685 

Re: Senior Citizen Property Tax Exemption Application 

Mayor and Council: 

I would like to request that you accept my application for a Senior Citizens Property Tax 
Exemption. I am filing after the deadline because the paperwork got lost in the shuffle. I have 
been receiving this tax exemption for years and truly appreciate it. Thank you for your 
consideration 

Regards, 

Gertrude D. Svarny 
(. 

,) i 

Cc: file 


